CHARLTON MUSGROVE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
held at Charlton Musgrove Village Hall
Tuesday 19th May 2026

Parish Council Chair Robin Bastable opened the meeting at 7pm.
Members of Public in attendance – 1
CMPM 1 PARISH COUNCIL REPORT – Cllr Robin Bastable, Chairman

Welcome to the 2026 Annual Parish Meeting.
It has been a reasonably quiet year for the Parish with a few planning applications which did not seem to be too contentious.
There was a nationwide boundary review, but they did not make any changes to Charlton Musgrove Parish.
A problem with parking on the B3081 during meetings at Wincanton Racecourse was resolved reasonably and hopefully will not return.
Unfortunately, the Parish precept had to be raised due to increasing costs but was kept as low as possible, making the increase of £1.69p to a medium dwelling in the village.
On the finance note Somerset Council continues to struggle to balance their books resulting in poor Planning support to PC’s and of course the major deterioration of the rods with numerous potholes which do not seem to be filled for weeks.
Also, early this year a past Chairman of CMPC, Alan Osbourne passed away, Alan served on the council for several years, I would like to send our best wishes to his family.
Lastly thank you to the rest of our Parish Councillors who regularly give their time for free and sometimes money to keep the parish going on all levels. Also thank you to our Clerk Lisa Gilby for mostly keeping us on the straight and narrow.
CMPM 2 CHARLTON MUSGROVE VILLAGE HALL REPORT – Kelvin Moore
Chair’s Update 
Over the past year, the Village Hall has continued to strengthen its role as an important hub for the local community. We are pleased to report that hall usage and bookings increased significantly throughout 2025, continuing the strong recovery seen since the disruption caused by the pandemic. 
This positive trend is clearly reflected in the Hall’s financial performance. Letting's income has increased substantially over the past three years, rising from approximately £6,100 in 2023 and reaching almost £12,000 during 2025. The trustees are extremely encouraged by this continued growth in community use of the Hall and would like to thank all regular users, hirers, volunteers, and supporters who help make this possible.  
At the same time, the cost of operating and maintaining the Hall continues to rise. Cleaning, maintenance, insurance, and grounds maintenance costs all increased during the year, partly reflecting the higher level of Hall usage. Electricity costs also remain significantly higher than they were several years ago, although they stabilised during 2025 and continue to be helped by the Hall’s solar photovoltaic system. 
During 2025 and early 2026, the trustees made the decision to undertake several major capital improvement projects to protect and improve the long-term future of the Hall. The most significant investment was the replacement and upgrade of the heating system at a cost of over £7,000. In addition, almost £6,000 was invested in patio and external improvements to improve accessibility, usability, safety, and the overall appearance of the site.  Our reserves are slightly below where we would ideally like them to be.  
We remain extremely grateful to everyone who supports the Hall through volunteering, fundraising, donations, and attendance at community events. In particular, we would once again like to thank Georgie Newbery and the Plant Sale organisers for their continued generosity and support, along with all those involved in coffee mornings and other local fundraising activities. We would also like to thank the Parish Council for its support and in particular covering the costs for the recent hedge cutting. 
The Village Hall remains an important and valued community asset, and the trustees remain committed to maintaining, improving, and protecting it for the benefit of the village and future generations. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
Kelvin Moore 
Chair, Village Hall Trustees
CMPM 3 COFFEE MORNING – Barrie Izard

Regular coffee mornings continued to be held at the Charlton Musgrove Memorial Hall on the third Friday of the month, with an additional coffee morning held to coincide with defibrillator awareness training on Saturday 28th June 2025.  
Using the surplus monies from 2025/26, a community bleed control kit was purchased for £275.00 in May 2026 and installed alongside the defibrillator in the old telephone kiosk on Barrow Lane.  The kit has been registered and a dedicated page created on the parish council website. Thank you to all those who attend the coffee mornings and their generous donations of cakes and time that enable us to support our local community.
CMPM 4 CHURCH REPORT- No report
CMPM 5 COMMUNITY POLICE REPORT – No report
CMPM 6 OPEN SESSION – No questions
Meeting closed at 7.10pm

